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“Lives of great man all remind us
We can make our lives sublime

And, departing heaven behind us
Foot prints on the sands of time.”
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“The highest of all poetry is
the ethical as the highest of all
subjects must be moral truth”.
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Shakespeare’s attitude towards Women

Bernard Shaw once remarked that
“In Shakespeare it is woman who
always take the initiative.”” That is,
the part played by women in the
scheme of the Shakespearean plays is
more significant, interesting and viva-
cious than that of men. All the lead-
ing women characters display their
joyous energy and the graciousness of
power in the plays. Besides this they
are all superior to men in their moral
and intellectual resources. In portray-
ing those women charcters Shakespeare
always abounds them with greater
pluck, alertness and conscious wit than
man’s. Specially in comedy, they are
always attractively and predominantly
painted. The women of Shakespea:c
are always responsible for the beginn-
ing, the gradual deve]opment and the

climax of the plots, They are the
[//V()fs of the plays, Inspite of their

magnifician stature, the heroes 1 U

gedics haye somg kind of tra H flows »W{/ §g are

whic
h Cause thmr downfall in the C‘“d

SN x
SN s s 2

tragic dooml

mass of mighty

Rina Sarmah.

balanced personality and have quali-
ties of both head and heart. In por-
trayal of women Shakespeare has no
limits. From Cleopatra to Miranda,
which. seems to be very nearly  the
full spun—he is equally at home and
has the whole range of feminity at his
command. According to Charlton—
“These heroines have attributes of per-
sonality fitting them mare certainly
than men to shape the world towards
happiness. His manfolk, a Hemlct or
a Mackbeth on an Othello may have a

subtle intellect, a more penctrating
imagination or a mere irresistable
passion. But what they have more

largely, in one kind of personal en-
dowment, they own only at the ex-
pense of properties no less essential to
the encountering of such varied cir-
cumstances as arc presented by ‘act
of living. These heroines in effect,
are out of harmony Wwith themselVC;

ht rh certainity O
ffﬂf??ﬁ“" ersonality is a
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they lack the balance of a durable
spiritual organism. It was in women
that Shakespeare found this essential
equipoise, this balance which makes
personality in action a sort of ordered
interplay of the major qualities of
human nature. In his women, hand
and hecart and brain are fused in a
vital and practiable union, each con-
tributing to the other, no one of them
permanently pressing demands to the
detriment of the other, yet each asser-
ting itsell periodically to exercise its
vitality, cven if the immediate effect
be a temporary disturbance of equili-
~ brium, for not otherwise will they be
potent to exercise their proper.func-
tion when the whole of their owner’s
spiritual nature is struck into activity.
That is the reason why referring to
Shakespeare’s heroines Raskin said,
“Shakespeare has no heroes, he has
only heroines.”

Though Shakespeare has given a
priority to woman in his dramas yet
that does not help us fully to under-
stand his personel attitude towards
woman. If we turn our mind to his
life history with an attempt of acquir-
ing some facts and fictions of his
personal life, we will be dishearten.
Because it is a strange irony that
virtually there was no any written
documents about the world’s most
famous writer, William Shakespeare’s

life and events. = However, some ninety-
three years after Shakespeare’s death,
Nicholas Rowe in 1709 prepared a
biography of the dramatist, accumula-
ting an acerction of legend and ance-
dote, sometimes the result of vague
recollection, sometimes of second-hand
report and after of mere imagination.
So studying such a biography it will
be an extremely difficult task for us to
separate facts from fictions. This bio-
graphy presents us no detail account
of his personal and conjugal life. It
only tells us that Shakespeare lawfully
solemnized matrimony with Anne
Hathaway of Stratford. It is said she
was some eight years older than her
husband.  But she was the one and
only woman in. Shakespeare’s life and
upto their death both of them remain
true and faithful to each other. That
Shakespeare bequeathed to her his
‘Second best bed” in his will may indi-
cate nothing more than that the ‘best
bed’ was already hers as part of her
widow’s dower. At the time of Anne’s
death on August 6, 1623, at the age of
sixty seven, apparently she had also
expressed a desire to be placed in her
husband’s grave. That is also a fact
which makes us conscious about their
true and faithful conjugal life.

But on accurate and careful study
of all the dramas of Shakespeare makes
us feel that we assuredly make acquin-
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tance with the man in the best possible
way. And that dramatist Shakespeare
always accuses woman in every possible
reasons. In almost all his dramas he
has expressed some thoughts, through
the meant of different characters in
which the thought of Shakespeare,
about women reflects clearly. And it is
always a disgusted and hateful feeling
of Shakespeare towards women. If we
gather all such speeches, it seems to
us that he has always posed some
bitter and pinching remarks about
women. Not even a single nature of
women can attract his mind.

First of all, he had no faith upon
woman’s true love. To him all women
are frail in their love. If anybody
expects true and constant love from
woman he will be deceived. He fixed
a mark upon all womankind by his
famous saying, ‘“Frailty, thy name is
woman’’ (Hemlet, Act 1 Sc. 2.). Accor-
ding to him they can dismiss their
love at any moment according to their
own will. Tt is like a piece of glass
and can be broken easily. The nature
of their love is like the nature of water

and it can change its shape according
to its environment.

“Women are frail too,
As the glasses where they view themselves,
which are as easy broke as they make forms™.
(Measure for Measure Act. 2. Sc. 4)

Such. remarks are innumerous in

Shakespearean play. For example—

“Women are soft, mild, pitiful and flexible”
[Henry VI (3rd part) Act 1 Sc 4]

“Ah me !
The heart of woman 1.
[Julias Caesar, Act. 2, Sec. 4).

how weak a thing

el

For this fragile nature they cannot be
constant in their love. And love from
such an unconstant woman is despite-
ful love.  Therefore, Shakespeare
laments in Taming of the Shrew (Act
4. Sc. 2).

“O despiteful love ! unconstant woman-
kind !> That is why

“How easy is it for the proper-false
In women’s waxen hearts to set their

forms | (Twelfth Night Act 2).
Besides this Shakespeare also accused
woman for their unability to kcep
secrecy. He expressed his suprise at
this flat nature of woman in Julius
Caesar, Act. 2 Sc. 4.

“How hard it is for woman to keep
Counsel”. It is rare to find a constant
woman but it is more rare to find a
woman who can keep secrecy.

*“. . .Constant you are,
But yet a woman : and for secrecy,
No lady closer ; for I well believe
Thou wilt not utter what thou dost
not knew.”
Henry IV (Ist Part) Act 2, Sc. 3.
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Even if they try their best to conceal
the secret yet their very appearence or
countanence will disclose it to others.
Man may cover their crimes with a
very bold face ; but women cannot—

“Though men can crimes with
Bold stern boles,
poor women’s faces are their own
Sault’s books.”

[The Rape of Lucrece, line 1252]

Therefore, no wise man ever disclose
his secrets to woman. It is
safe rather it is always risky.

never

These are no doubt great draw-
backs in women. But the most abomi-
nable nature of their kind is that they
tends men to vice. From the days of
Adam and Eve it is only the woman
who drags man to vice. All the nam-
able vices of the world are the crea-
tions of women, and they allure men’s
mind into it. According to Shakes-
peare man by nature was originally
true and far like angel. But it is

only women’s evil spirit that ‘coloured’
them <P,

“Two loves I have of comfort and despair,
Which like two spirits do suggest me still,
The better angel is a man, right, fair,
L he worser spirit @ woman, colour’d ll”.
[Passionale Pilgrim line 15]

In Cymbeline (Act 2, Sc. 4), he had
exhibited his disgust towards woman

very clearly in the following lines :

“...Lhere’s no nation :
I hat tends to vice in men but affirm
1t 15 the woman’s part ; be it lying
not 1t,
Lhe womans ; flattering, hers
deceiving hers,
Lust and rank thaughts, hers, hers,
revenges hers ;
Ambitions, Covetings, change of prides
disdain,
Nice longing, slanders, mutabality,
All faults that may be nam’d may
that tell lonow,
Why, hers, in part or all ;
but rather all ;
Fot even to vice
They are mnot constant,
changing still
One vice but of a minute old for one
Not half so old as that.”

but are

As a whole, Shakespeare thinks—

“Proper deformity seems not in the friend
So horrid as in woman.”

" [King Lear, Act 4, Sc. 2]
If she is a jealous naturally than the
case will be far more dangerous and
she will be deadly poisonous. There-
fore, Shakespeare warns mankind not
to give the charges of their children
solely upon woman. 0! that woman
that cannot make her fault her husband’s
occasion, let her mever nurse her  child
herself, for she will breed it like a fool.”
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According to Shakespeare, irres-
pective of their caste and class women
are always shrewd, false, untrue by
nature and venomous—“Women are
shrews, both short and tall>’

(Henry IV (2nd Part) Act 5 Sc. 3)

“There is mever a fair woman has a
true face.” (Antony and Cleopetra A. 3)

Though apparently they may seem
to be nice and fair yet in their heart of
hearts they are always cruel, unkind,
horrible and dangerous. In the play
Henry VI (3rd Part), act 1 Sc. 4. there-
fore Shakespeare cannot resist his feel-
ings and thus utters—

“O ! tiger's heart wrapp’d in a wo-
man’s hide.””  Moreover,

“The wiles and quiles that women work,

Dissembled with an outward show,

iThe tricks and tops that in them lust,

The cock that treads them shall not knew.

Have you not heard it said Sull oft,

A women’s nay dath stand for naught ?”
(Sundry Note’s of Music, Line 125)

Again in the play Winter’s Tale
(Act 2, Sc 1), he exposcs his extreme

contempt towards women through the
scornful linesg like—

“Every inch of common in the world,
Ak, every dream of women’s flesh
is false.”

Shakespeare even doesnot spear woman

but insults them in “Two Gentlemen

of Verona (Act 3, Sec. 1)” with the
following words—

“To be slow in words is a woman’s
only wvirtue.”

Therefore, Shakespeare assured us
that he can never love woman—

“Kindness in women, not their
beautious looks

Shall win my love.”

(Taming of the Shrew, Act 4 Sc. 2)

After all no writer can ever pass
such bitter and extreme hateful re-
marks about women in their writings.
But Shakespeare, the man who was
always true and faithful to his only
wife, lived a happy and harmonious
conjugal life, and had no relation with
any other second woman, it is really
surprising for us, where from that
man had gathered experience for pass-
ing such remarks about womenkind.

Ofcourse, it will not be a proper
judgement towards him if we discuss
only his disgusted saying about women
and omit all those in which he appre-
ciates womankind. Though such say-
ings are few in number, in comparision
with those, yet.

For example, “Her wvoice was ever
soft, Goatle and low, an excellent thing
in woman.” (King Lear, Act. 5, Sc. 3i)-
And—“Women are made to bear.” (Tam-
ing of the Shrew, Act 2. Sc 1).

At last we must admit that Shakes-
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peare’s plays are highly dramatic. In
other words they present an objective
outlook before the audience or the
His chief aim was to select
men and women of this world and
express their views notions, whims,
caprices and idiosyncracies, objectively.
Therefore while writing his dramas if
he passed some letter and pinching
remarks towards women, we should not
consider those sayings as his own.
Being a greatest artist he may some-
times give vent to his feelings shrewedly
which could not be easily ascertained
by the layman. But it is always not
Shakespeare himself who speaks through
his dramas. Yet he speaks in such a

reader.

way which convince us as if Shakes-
peare is going to exhibite his own heart
through the different characters. And
here lies Shakespeare’s highest and
most peculiar excellence. He is the
acknowledged master in this delinea-
tion of character. None before him or
none after him has come up to the
spiritual insight into the understanding
and portraiture of human nature in all
its multifarious variety and complexity.
Indeed Shakespeare’s insight into human
nature is almost superhuman. His
characters are real beings of flesh and
blood ; they speak like man, not like
authors. : 000
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[ Short Story ]

The Desive s That Buens Eternal

She jumped-out from the Divan—
arranged her hair and started shout-
ing, “Ranjan, Ranjan. -What the hell
these people are doing ?” It was not
Ranjan but Sova: who entered the
room. - Perhaps Sova:expected to: see
something unusual in the room . that
might have disturbed Sulekha to ‘shout
like that. She was obviously disappoin-
ted and snapped back “What on Earth
has made you to shout like that Lekha ?
Don’t you remember father s all 2
Sulekha  stared at ‘her left and en-
quired rather mystically. “Don’t you
think ‘Sova, that there must be some
mystery in the regular and timely
absence of our father ? = Our father is
not only ill, but he is not in his room.”
«\What do' you mean ?” asked Sova.
17 meanwvthat I say’’ assured Sulekha—
¢there must be some relation between

\ wtwo that is 9 o’clock in the morning

and habitual absence of our father
from the house. You can never see
him during the time anywhere around ;

B. C. Mishra.

where does he go really ?”7 ' She went
back to the Divan, sat down and
cupped her face with her fingers and
steeped herself into’ meditation. Sova,
with her usual wit, could not make
out :any cause of her despair.  What
wonderful thing has happened if father
habitually remains absent during a
particular time ? Why should Sulekha
be so much disturbed. Sova could
not understand Sulekha at all and
darted out of the room to sénd: Ranjan
whom Sulekha had been calling franti-
cally. Sulekha remained in the state
of stunch for sometime when Ranjan
came in. - He too was surprised to see
her in that state and came right upon
her to peer into her half-closed eyes
to see if really anything had happened.
He had no time to spare these days as
he had kept himself busy with his new
machine that he wanted to give demon-
stration at the Industrial Fair next
week. He jubbed his first finger into
the flesh of her arm and asked politely.
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“Why are you rousing the whole flect
of people of the house at this unearthly
hours ? What’s the matter ? Would
you please tell us about it before all
of us get anxious ?° Sulekha left the
Divan and stood nervously and threw

~back her-answer——“See-Ranjan, father-

i1s not anywhere here ; please ask the
servants to search him out. He had
a bit of extra doze of that dizepam
sort’ of - thing this morning. I am
afraid if he is alright. Please—plcase
detail the servants for a search.”

“Dizepam ? - What on carth has
made you to think that way ? Had
he had an extra doze of that thing
without = his  knowledge ??>  Sulekha
controlled her sobbing and blarred
out-"‘Oh, no, no, he asked for more
and foolishly I 'gave it to him.” ‘‘She
was almost battered with her incon-
trollable « fear and emotion. “Well,
well, Il see to that Lekha, you need
not worry.” ' Immediately Ranjan con-
soled her. “Will we require a doctor,
you think ?” snapped Sulekha. ‘‘Lekha,
don’t be absurd. We have not found
him yet”,

“If we search him out ?” “Don’t
know either.”” = Sulekha started to sob
heaving her body high and low with
a  suddering jerk. ““Take it easy,
Lekha, we have not seen our father
only for the last hour and as for the
effect of the doze, I’ll sce to it.” Ranjan

went out of the room like a whiff of a
wind and Sulekha collapsed again to
the Divan.

It was really quite unnatural for
the old man to leave away from his
house without leaving any informa-
~tion to any onc of the members-of the:
house, specially Sulekha. This family
has no children ; the old man, though
not very weak and feeble, has been
looked after almost like a child. ~This
was the order of Sudhir, the eldest son.
Sudhir knows how rhis father Nila-
kantha has ‘brought this family from
starvation to prosperity: All the three
sons are wel-educated and well-placed,
all are married and have started to
live -happily. = Nilakanta had 'started
his life as a child labourer and was
looked after by a!famous contractor of
his time. -

In -no time Nilakanta had raised
himself to the post of the: Munshi and
within eight years he bought his land
in the country and within twelve years
after the death of the contractor; he
bought his beautiful mansion in the
heart of the city. - Since his' childhood,
he donned his dhuti and Kurta, a
typical dress for a Munshi.  With his
labour, intelegence and tenacity, he
has given his sons and daughters, their
luxurious lives and a place in @ his
society. Nilakanta is now cighty.four
by the 6th of August. He is a successful



man and happy too. From the last
two 'years, of course, the doctor says,
that he has been suffering a sort of
complaint in the left side of his withered

heart, and the rcgular sprecian treat- .

ment has been given to him. His
doctor has prescribed that he should
walk a mile or two every morning.
Nilakanta has chosen the four green
grassy banks of the booming pool on
the left side of his big mansion and
everyday at 4.30 A.M. goes on a strall
around it. He still leaves his bed
early wheneven the servants of the
household remain in bed, Nilakanta
has nothing to bother about anybody.
Amongst the three daughter-in-laws,
Sulekha is the youngest and more
attached to Nilakanta, who loves her
not less than his own son. Sometime
when she remains with him, an eating,
desire creeps up like a snake, through
his spine and he almost sees nothing
but starts groping around murmuring
dollfully the name of Sulekha. She,
with hér keen woman instinct under-
stands how the old man feels at the
moment and feels pity for him.
fondles ' him like a baby and willingly
arouses him to the point of despl@ration.
He starts panting with emotion and
imagines, the death of all the servants
in the house so that Sulekha can keep
herself - busy
time—entirely for himself. This is a

The Desire :
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at his serivce all the-
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sort of love that neither Sulekha nor
Nilakanta can explain but under-
stands what it means. Sulekha takes

it to be a ‘pitiomery, a continuous scle.giwm

of an unsatisfied soul, an wounded

vanity of an egolistic sublimity a,
sanctified graunt of a wounded man-
hood. Nilakanta is not aware of any-
thing but feels an eating pain in his
heart, sees the hollowness of the world,
and desire to die in the state. For
him, there is no heaven without
Sulekha.  Sulekha understands and
trics to pacify the oldego. The servant
who gives Nilakanta, the usual daily
message always gets fired—¢ired every
moment, but he knows that he will
not lose his job, even though his old
master fires him everyday. Sulekha
knows the reason of Nilakanta’s dis-
satisfaction and she a}zfmuses it heartily.
She sends the servant away sometime

and give the message herself and the
old man’s face brightens in the happi-

ness.  This spirtial attachment ‘to
Nilakanta gives a sort of wild pleasure
to Sulekha and she tries to give him the
emotional lift with "every available
opportunity. '

But' when she found$ the oldman
absent and failed to find out his where
abouts, something immediately went up
to her head and she collapsed in to the
divan. = She got panic-striken like a

mother losing her son and sought help
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from Ranjan. In the servant infested
house, Sova appeared instead of Ran-
jan and got her un-nerved. Then only
Ranjan darted in and after #he con-
fided with him about her misgivings,
she felt a degree releaved. She tried to
remember the morning, and as she
closed the petals of her eyes, the
remambrance of the old man started
to flash in to her brain like a cenematic
recl. She felt something coming up
through. her throat as if she would
weep hytorically as though she has lost
her first child, She never knew that
the old man occupied so much of her
mental sphere and her compassion and
emotional ego had so much of psycho-
logical attachment towards the inart
old Nilakanta. She could not bear the
loath-some silence, in the room and the
ominious way of ticking  away the
seconds - by the big wall clock that

Nilakanta bought for the house at her.

instance. She began to sob bitterly.
Ranjan ejected himself out from the
next ,room and was almost patrified
to discover Sulekha in that state. He
felt deeply and with his eyes narrowed,
garlanded his hands around Sulekha’s
silky waist to lift her up from the wide
divan and tenderly locked his wordless
lips into her’s in a way of consolation
and requested her to be calm.

He felft her saultry tears on his
lips and wiped it out with the back of

her left palm. The phone started ring-
ing chattering the silence 'of the room
and Sulekha with . a:slow ' movement
Pusghed Ranjan aside and darted to-

.wards the phone cradle in the corner.

It was a frantic - call—a" call from
Sudhir, who in the mean time had
been informed about  the absence of his
father in the house. . Ranjan knew what
roughly his brother would start. his
talking and he without ceremony took
the line from Sulekha’s hand and she
remained huddling to Ranjan in ex-
pectation.  Sudhir’s voice came floated
on the line and thundered, demanding
Ranjan why all those people in the
household could not know where his
old father might have be¢n absconded.
After all, he had not been‘evaporated !
Ranjan very politely accepted his guilt,

sallowed  the  squall slowly: and left

the phone hung on the: cradle. Heg
looked back to Sulekha to inform her
that, Sudhir would start down for
home within half an: bhour. ‘That
means he would be here within two
hours ! What would happen if we
cannot find out our father by that
time.”  Snapped Sulekha. Ranjan
Pondered a moment then countered,
“We will get him you see, I am going
to get all those people to run erand,
simply you cannot lose your heart,
my dear.” Ranjan finished his words,
jerked around and left the room with



a determind  turn.
. Sulekha stiffered in ‘her . stand,

arranged her hair straightened her sari’,
and swiftly disappeared in-toithe heavy |

blue. curtain to the left.
- There 'was a real commotion in the

household. Every servant, every mem-

ber of  the house was immediately
called in an assembly as if for a warfare
and: Ranjan instructed them all to run
on' a;search for-the swimming pool;to
the Jittle sophisticated forestation on the
nght iwithin the compound. Ranjan
offered to,go himself to the family of
Krishnaram, who happencd: to be one
time friend of Nilakanta.: This Krishna-
ram was a successful broker but he
had had the habit of taking: opium. It
Wwas a ‘saulty afternoon, in- 1953, when
Nﬂakanta had been working for a
firmi- as a contractor. - It was really a
co-incidence that the two men of equal

age ‘happened ito meet by the side of

. coconut ree, where Krishnaram
gavc Nilakanta ‘a treatment with the
first shot of opium. He felt' quite
happy, and when the jovial young
Nilakanta came -home on that day
with. a spentenecously repeated lonely
refrain’ from a cheap country song,
‘babblcd all alone for himself, he was
snubbed badly by his wife, Ranjan’s
mother. Sudhir still remember that
his father, the master of the house,
‘had’ to remain away from honie for
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the whole evening when Ranjan had

been sent to call back his father home,

with ' the assurance from his mother
that she would not lecture 1_1is fatlher
any more and Nilakanta had to promise

at her feet that he would never take,

opium; although sometime he oply
would go to see Krishnaram.
That s was that; Krishnaram had

remained bed ridden for the last foun!
years and Nilakanta used to go to see:
Ranjan gavé Blajanlal!
Sulekha’
suggested - Ranjan ' that the ~oldman’
might go to the ‘Gol/d'avcnuc’ where he

him sometime:
the command of the search.

sometimewent for’a play of /bridge.
Ranjan’s cyes brightened with thie pros-
pect arid he¢ immediately went [to his

‘room for a change of his cloths’ and

in . no time started calling Sulckha
urgently. | Sulckha ran up to Ranjan
and sceing him rooted near his dress-
ing table demanded impatiently, *“{Vhat

has happen ? Have you seen a snal\(,

there ?”’

“Not -surely.” Answered Ranjan,
“but Sulekha, where is the pair of
trouscrs and my suit that you put this
morning 'on the table ? I have not
seen them any where !”

“My Good God ! What a wonderful
old child you are ! It must be some-
where you have kept aside unmindfully.
Why don’t you run with what you have
on ? It’s alright !”
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- ““Well, this is'good for me Lekha,
only that you get angry to see me with
this ‘dress-'outside ! I ‘don’t have' time
to'spare, you 'see Lekha) T am return-
ing in' a moment.”  So Ranjan darted

out of'theroom’ and'was seen on the:

pavement next' moment. ‘Sova entered
the room, "and with her levelled 'eye
. tried to' measure out Sulekha who had
- been just watching  Ranjan on ' his
move.' ““What" have 'you 'been doing

-here all alone, Lekha, when we have

been  combing the whole compound

for our father ?* ' Asked Sova with a

jeering tone. -

-~“Have" you' found' out  father?=_

retorted Sulekha.

‘i“Qhine. e s> woriwhdrd:t
“Has-'anybody searched “in :/the
swimming pool ‘21 Snapped Lekha:

' “Oh, yes, yes my dear Lady, but

to no result.” 'Assured Sova,
Hardly ‘Sova finished her answer,

when- a crow started her vicious cry
from the near by willow, and both the
women - transfixed- their eyes to each
other for a moment, “Oh  this is
ominous ! Remarked Sulekha with

a move towards.the door and leaving

Sova, to ponder there; she sailed out

of the room, She saw Ranjan coming

through the hedge and watched his
robust gait Pleasingly.  She was really
anxious for the news. But it was not
only Ranjan but another three of.the

servants who came with their waxen
faces and Sulekha saw the impending

doom ' largely written' on ‘their’ fore-"

heads. »They 'did ‘notexchange any

talk but all turned their heads towards !

the' gate where they: heard— the’ sound
of an ‘approaching car.”' The car whiff:

ed 'in 'to ‘the porch, ‘stoppgd'l_i];g an’
~ obstinate ‘child ‘and jumped out'Sudhjz :

from the car. “What’s the hell’ are

you doing here'? Where is father 22,

He poniared the question 'to Ranjan;
who blarred out applogetically, “I iamy,
sorry brother, we have not yet found
out our father.”

“You all come with- me”, thundereq

Sudhir “Call Sulekha Sova, and otherg

too. I won’t leave you in peace, if|

anything happens to our father.” . g

entered the' specious living room:. ang
collapsed into the huge chair Cupping
his face with: both of his hands. The

servants remained 'standing in a ling.,

as if for a trial. *Ranjan stood 'by the
piano, Sova and. Sulekha, who came
restlessly in to the room remain stanq.
ing ‘by the divan. -

They discussed’ the situation again’
Sova suggested’ that the matter shoulg
be informed to the police which Shudijyp
rejected impatiently with the wave. gof

his: hand. Sulekha had’ been feeling:

guilty, because of the extra doze of
disapam. She administed to their fag} e,
at his. bidding. But the thing so de]j-.



cate that she.could tell’it ‘'only to Ran-
jan,~who advised her to-keep quite
on ‘the matter: | Sudhir -wanted to
resume the search again and all the
male members of the house left the
room following' Sudhir’ who' seemed
very- pathetic -at: the’moment..:

- .Sulekha felt tears rolling down her
ol cheeks and she ‘allowed ‘the beads
o drop slowly on:her high breasts.
She remembered how Nilakanta ‘would
greet ~Ranjan when he 'would come
Jloudly dressed. Everytime Ranjan
would come to say good bye to his
father, - Sulekha could catch a rarely
wondel'ﬁll' glow in the round balls
of the old man’s eyes, a momentary
glow that would fade away imme-
diately filling the whole wrinkled face
with 2 sad grimace. She also remem-
bered how the old man would touch
' the-fine cloths with - his -feble fingers
’ as if tO feel the smoothness of the fibre
and carefully surveyed Ranjan down
from his shining shoes, upto his glitter-
ing well brassed black hair. Sulekha
could always detect the father’s affec-
{ion melting down through his deem
eyes almost bathing Ranjan from his
head t0 feet. She felt grateful to the
old an- After all Ranjan was her
owll
forg>t how the father would come to
per side when she would come back
fom 2 shopping in her little car and

1 As for herself she could not
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would start ‘groping for the door handle
when she would”opén it, for him to sit
in: [Nilakanta ‘would sit there: for a
momiént and taking her by her hand
would  come out of the car with a
sighttelief. - She knew all these but
‘understood nothing. blo |

1941 JOn thatday all remembrance of the
‘oldthan has only been badly torment-
ing ' her ' ‘almost to the -point of
break sdown: - Unknowingly ‘something
caught ‘her /mind and she felt ‘quite
lonely—-lonely ih ithe big house and
wished for' a solitary place to'quite
down her emotion. '‘She dreamlly ran
out of her room, and ran down like a
frightended deer to the small garage
where she used to keep her small ear.
The door silentely opened at a small
push and alas ! What has she seen
there ! The father ! Donned in

~-Ranjan’s. suit the old father is at the

steering wheel !
surprize.

she was dying for
The whole house was in

~commotion, Sudhir called ‘back from

his office. She was straining herself
for the fear of dizepam and the man
was sitting in the car all the time !
Could it be true ? She punched her
own arm, and vyes, she felt the pain,
she was not dreaming. But why the
father was looking down: at' the  stcer-
ing wheel in that akward fasion ? Was
he dead ? Alive ?

She went stealthily and peared in to
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~the ‘car through the wingd shield arid_'
:saw his eye, closed. She shuddered at

‘the: possible danger, remembered the
‘exira 1doze of dizapam ' and like: a
shysteric woman opened: the door’ of the
car and threw herself’ ncar 'her: be-
loved old inart. The 6ld man; opened
s’ eye slug ishly and . looked at’ hér
-with; that l§§£‘;1;17umbncss Sulekha
‘with: her whole body: shahng like ‘a
xeeliin a- ‘strong wind peared: in to the
:blurred eyes. of: the- old man. !

'saw the eycs like ‘a déad’ ﬁshe s, there
had. been no sign of feelings in them.

She  was dazzled  with fear d1d noét -
aitter a word: and remamed gazmg at

- his vacant eyes.” She touched hIS Land
slowly and ‘the oldman. trled to change
his position,
~rhand. into her’s and could see thaf the
colour had started to return to the old
lined cheek and an undesenbable flash
of feeling ran over, the whole: face.

Sulekha forgot herself: and embrassed
‘the oldman with all her ight mutter-
ing all the time—° ‘Father, father, ol,

my: dear old father. I’ Nilakanta sat
upright, ‘still arrested in her ‘embrass
fecling 'the full roundness of her: soft
flesh by thié side of his nbs She pushed
herself away towards the steering wheel
and:the old man'made¢. réom for her,

still supported by her left arm. Sulekha

She

She 1mn1f=d1ately took his

saw. much light /all /aroand ‘and " feg
that she was not alone." She looked
to theisbewildered oldman add did
what she never did earlier.’ She kissed
passionately thrice Ton¢ his fore-head,
The oldman beamed in‘pleasure. Sule-
kha mechanically!groped fofithe i igni-
tion: key in Ithe:clustdr! box)! got it,
‘pushed it through the ignition switch
-and«turned it torcrank: the ‘engine.
‘The engine “firéd ‘and" the garage was
full - with the sound ‘of: a: runmng
cengine. She shlefted‘ ‘to-ireversél and

-cased out! for the gé:rage slowlyl\l: The

sound of the car attracted ithe attep-

:tion of the ‘meimbétd of the houserang

the sean,hmg ‘party’irdetailed in 4
-around the campUs ‘atid they ‘all Came
running tQ see Whatithe matter wag
-Theyralk were ‘astoundedl:ito » sge 2
wonderful, 51ght 6l Thie fathebywyas
there donned in ‘Ranjan’s cloth a54
‘Sulekba happﬂy wived her hands (o
all those, mcludmg ‘Sudhir and Ranjap,

~~who'in tbe meant‘rme fell:in a line by

ithe. side of alngate way:! The car
slowly rolkd out’ ‘of the gate bearing a

soothing srnell of "burnt petrol: toufi]
“the atmosp_h__crc afid the gapping faces

to’ cxchangé their' looks to each 6ther,

"“‘Alas, the: father ‘was found at last p*

perh aps they thought
‘ 000
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